8o       The Science of Happiness

to weep with him over the miseries of the world.
All found an old man who was delighted to live.
The bugbear of men became a charmer by whom
they were attracted and fascinated.

The inability to grasp the value of life, to enjoy
its good sides and to combat its evil ones, is merely
the result of circumstances. The cruelties of the
individual's fate are often far more responsible
than are the defects inherent in the world order.
Remove from the calumniators of life the private
reasons that render it odious to them, and you
will remove the venom from their souls.

The rational being, which man ought pre-
eminently to be, frequently shows himself the
most irrational. Compelled to accompany his
inevitable companion, life, and having the con-
dition of his existence solely in and through it,
he will make it odious, for the mere pleasure of
being able to speak evil of it. He will do violence
to his logic and will invent the most outrageous
fables in order to intensify his own sufferings and
to multiply those of his neighbour. Nay, he will
even protest that those who rebel against his
calumnies, and oppose to them a more accurate
conception of men and things, are only Philistines
of contemptible and inferior essence.

As the "Will to live" does not appear to him